“MERRY CHRISTMAS!”—FROM GOD
(Colossians 1:15-20: 2:9-10)

The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with
God. You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you will give him
the name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most
High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he
will reign over the house of Jacob forever, his kingdom will never end.”

“ How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”

The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of
the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be
called the Son of God.” Luke 1:30-35 (New International Version)

For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him.
Colossians 1:19 (New International Version)

We look at this Son and see the God who cannot be seen. We look at this
Son and see God'’s original purpose in everything created. For everything,
absolutely everything, above and below, visible and invisible, rank after
rank after rank of angels—everything got started in him and finds its
purpose in him. He was there before any of it came into existence and holds
it all together right up until this moment.

He was supreme in the beginning and-leading the resurrection parade—he
is supreme in the end. From beginning to end he’s there, towering above
everything, everyone. So spacious is he, so roomy, that everything of God
finds its proper place in him without crowding. Not only that, but all the
broken and dislocated pieces of the universe—people and things—animals
and atoms—get properly fixed and fit together in vibrant harmonies, all
because of his death, his blood that poured down from the cross.
Colossians 1:15-20 (The Message)

Everything of God gets expressed in him, so you can see and hear him
clearly. You don’t need a telescope, a microscope, or a horoscope to realize
the fullness of Christ and the emptiness of the universe without him. When
you come to him, that fullness comes together for you, too.

Colossians 2:9-10 (The Message)
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